it will be necessary for them and other advocates of amalgam, to produce better reasons than their commucations contain, to induce men of sound minds, properly educated for their professions, to stop up a decayed tooth with mercury under any circumstances, more particularly where it is so much diseased that the patient cannot bear the removal of the decay. That Mr. Jones had a perfect right to have his tooth filled with it, or any other material, I presume no one will pretend to deny, (unless the question of a right to attempt suicide be raised,) but when such a theory as his letter contains is published to the world as worthy of imitation by experimentalists, (and in the dental profession they are legion,) every The first was a boy of fifteen years of age, and the first glimpse I had of the first inferior right molar induced me to think that about one-third of it consisted of decay; but on examination I found it was filled with amalgam, (the pure "royal" suck-'em-in,) and surrounded by decay. The filling was removed with difficulty, on account of tenderness it had occasioned, and the removal of the decay proved very painful, although the pulp-cavity was not exposed. The refilling, which was done with gold, was almost unbearable, owing to the great sensitiveness of the organ, and its finishing was delayed for a few days from the same cause.
The filling has been in for nearly two years, with a fair prospect that the tooth is saved to the patient; but for some months the tenderness existing in it made it an exceedingly doubtful case.
The 
